from Introduction to Schenkerian Analysis by Allen Forte and Steven Gilbert

J.S. Bach’s C major Prelude from The Well-Tempered Clavier, volume 1 written in
block chords to more clearly show voice leading. (This prelude can be treated like

a 5-voice chorale.)

ExampLE 167. Bach, WTC/I, Prelude 1
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ExampLE 169.
a. Bach, WTC/1, Prelude 1
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The outer voices in bars 1-4 : ) )
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can be reduced to C and E
with neighbor tones:
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One possible
Schenkerian
graph of the
entire prelude:
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